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Bp. Wilkin's Arguments for Moderatich 


Phil. 4. 83. Let your Moderation be known unto all Men; the Lord 
\ is at Haud, 


N theſe Words are three conſiderable Parts 1. A duty engt 
Moderation. 2. The Extent or Manner of its being exercis'd, the 
it muſt be known unto all Men. 3. A Reaſon or Argument to g. 
force it, The Lord i at band. | 

1. As to Moderation, beſides the forinſecal Notion of the Word, x, | 
it refers to Poſitive Eaws, and the Diſpenſation of Juſtice, there m 
yet be another mere general Senſe of it with relation to all 1 
Pifferences and Conteſts amongſt Men, whether in Matters of Oy. 
n10n or Intereſt; wherein they ſhould demean themſelves toward; 
one another with ſuch a kind of Temper as may be mutually beſt fy 
l, and may in the various Changes and Revolutions of things, mof 
promote the Good of Mankind. And ſo 'tis a Vertue incligiog us u 
ſuch a kind of benign and equitable Temper in our converſing with 
one another, whereby we may endeavour to preſerve Cencord zu 
Amity in our treating concerning thoſe things about which we differ, 
It is a Meeknels that refers more eſpecially to Matters of Controyer 
ſy, and doth always incline to the moſt amicable and gentle yay in 
judging of and accommodating of things, and ſuch a prudent 
Relaxation of the utmoſt Rigour, as right Reaſon ſkall dited, * 
coiding to the Variety of Caſes and Circumſtances. And this | 
conceive to be the moſt proper Notion of this Word, accordingtu 
its true Scope and Extent, 

II. The ſecond Particular obſerv'd in the Words, was the In 
cr mannex.of cxerciſing this Virtue, it muſt be known unto all Ma; 
which Phraſe may tignify theſe three th'ngs : 1. Thoſe maxifean 
real Proots we are to give of this Virtue z which muſt be ſuchasm 
be ſcen and known unco all Men: it muſt not only be intern} 
to our Temp-r and Frame of Mind; but external too in d 
D-alings and Carriages towards others. 2. That it be ſignal W 
eminent as to the, Degrees of it, as being one of thoſe Profen 
wher: by Chriſtians are to be diſtinguiſh'd from other Profeſſion 
Sccts of Men in the World. Their Light muſt fo ſhine before 
that others ſeeing their good Works, may ſpeak well of them. 1heyf8h t 
adorn the Doarine they profe(s by ſuch a Demeanor as may wine ff 
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others to a Love of it. 3. That it be uriverſal as to the Extentdly pr 
both in regard of the Acts, Objects, and Occations of it, by Wy en 
Equity and Moderation in all Butinefſes, towards all Perſons, 8K * 
Interiors as Superiors, the unconverted Geniltes and the conte cj 


Zews z that neither of theſe may bave any juſt Ground 20 dag! 
£4 Converſation. Tis no difficult matter for them to be fair ib 
kind, and moderate towards ſuch as are of the ſame Way, zue de 
«witnithem in the main. This is but a common and low Atta 
and is not thank worthy, doth not deſerve any peculiar Comma 
ion. Ihe Rules of Cluiftianity co oblige to a greater Ex 
, Ane, chat it ſhould be toward, all Men. 

Lb Lig ortieular ob. is the Reaſon or Agul 


(3) : 
1 Duty, The Lord is at han; which Phraſe refers to his 
ece this Duty, * | 
ace with us, and Knowledge of our Actions. Healways looks 
; « 4 takes notice what our Carriage and Demeanor is; * 
19 Wer "with that Gentleneſs and Equity towards others, as his 1s to- 
* us. He obſerves all our Ways, and theretore we had need to 
1 } jencan our ſelves, as being under his Eye. *Lis but a little while 
hat we are to continue in this World, we muſt ſhortly die, none of 
theſe leſſet things are worth our eager Contention. We ſhould io 
ins} mean our ſehes at the preſent, as may bring us Comfort at the 
that aft, when God ſhall render to every Man according to bis Works, to them 
das} de by a moderate Demeauour vt themſelves, amidſt the various 
Conditions of this Life, aud by 4 potent continuznce in well doing ſeek 
Cu] 6 Glory an Hon and Eternal Life, But to them that are len: 
m zd Contentious, Tribulation and Auguiſh, Rom. 2. 7,8. and therefore 
\ there is upon this account very good reaſon, why our Moderation 
Of bool de known unto all Men, . 
mrik | The Words thus explain'd will afford this Objervation. 
eſtior 1, *Tis 2he Duty of Chrilians i give ſignal Teſtimo q of their Equity 
, moſt ul Moderation upon al! Os of Difference and Conteſt with one a- 
un ne: not to inſiſt upon the utmott Rigour of things, but to be ready 
al to comply with all ſuch gentle and prudent Expedients, as may help 
id lf to heal and accommodate the Differences amongſt them. 
differ} Men may think to get the Repute of Stridtuets and Zeal by being 
cove? fed and ſevere towards the Failings of others: but tis a much 
val id} gore glorious thing to ſhew Gentleneis and Forbearance towards 
rudent| dem; it argues a Man to have a Noble and Generous Miad, and a 
& . geil Senſe of Humanity. | 
| this I} t were eafy to back this Argument by ſeveral Examples out of 
ding uf Scripture. 1. That of Abrabam's Carriage in the Conteſt between 
him and his Nephew Lot, who for Peace ke was willin g torecede 
aa] tom his own Right, and give him his Choice, that there might be 
no Strife detwixe them, becauſe they were Brethren, Gen. 13. 8. 2. 
eu Thar of our Saviour in his yielding to pay Tribute tor the avoiding, 
of Offence, to which in ſtrictneſs he was not oblig'd, Mat. 17. 27. 
rial, BY He was the great Exampler, of all others, lo particularly of this 
Chriſtian (race. 3. St. Paul himſelf was as eminent for the Practice 
al u of this Duty, as for che pretfing of it upon others: in his becoming 
copy al things to all Men, 1 Cor. 9. 22. and ia pleating all Men in ail 
tungs, not ſeeking his own Profit, but the Profic of many, that they 
4 Might b: ſaved, 1 Cor, 10. 33. Suitable to this was that Carriage Or 
te council of the Apoſtles, Ads 1+. in their not inſiſting upon the 
i Right of things, bur accommovating thoſe Controveries of the 
ent dl Pmitive Times about the Ferri! Rites, by ſuch a Moderate Expedi- 
ben ent, as might moſt effectually heal aud compote thoſe Differences 
15, un There are two kinds of R-aſons by which l would confirm the Ne- 
memes Clit of this Duty. In re ſpect of God and Man. 1. In reſpect of God. 
1. He is at Hand, 2 He deals ſo with us. | 
| He is at Hind; being always about tur Parhs; and about cur He 
pies out all our goings, He oblerves our Carriage, to anima 
NC upon our Failings, to aſſiſt and relicy< us in our Neceſhties 10 
mat we need not fea. any Prejudice fro 1 «tiers upon this Account, 
the ſhall from our Moderation be fo neh the wore rea y to m- 
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dre us, he will be as ready to vindicate and reward us,P[g1, 764, 
will ariſe to Fudg ment 10 ſave all the ;meeb of the Earth. Here in this li 

2. God deals jo with us; He is kind to the Untbankful and the 5; 
Ee ye t.orefore merciful as vu. Heavenly Father it merciful ; "tis 4 
Saviour's Inference, Luke 6. 35. It were not poſhble that the We, 
ſhould ſubſiſt one Moment, if it were not that his Mercy did auto, 
the Rigour of his Juſtice. It he ſhould be ſevere to mark mb 
amiſs, who might abide it ? He conſiders what we are able to dow 
to ſufler, be knows our Frame, and remem\ers that we are buy Duſt, . 
chaſtiſethus with the d, of A Man, and doth never grieve will 
or afflict the Children of Men: 7 thia he doth, that we might fn 
hence learn to deal ſo with others. The leſs gentle and modent 
we are in our Dealings with others, by ſo much the leſs Senſe hn. 
w2 of the Guilt and Danger of our own Sins, and the leſs Experiee 
of God's Love and Mercy in the Pardon of them. 

The ſecond kind of Reaſons which I propos'd for the Enforcing 
this Daty was in Reſpect of Men, with reference to whom this Virty 
of Moderation will appear to be a Thing, 1. Moſt Reaſhnable ard 
fitting in it ielf, contidering the Fallibility of Humane Jud 
an! Mutability of Humane Affairs. 2. Moſt beneficial and advauwage- 
ous for the Good of Men, both in regard of our own private Welti 
Ind the Good of Humane Societies in general. 

1. 'Tis a thing moſt reaſonable and fitting in it (elf, becauſeoſte 


Fallibility of Humane judgment: and that not only from the laps | 


tence of our Faculties, and the Frejudices w2 are liable to upoathe 
Account of Intereſt, which will ſtrangely byaſs a Man's Judgmeat 
againſt clear Evidence: but likewiſe from the Difhculty and Obicury 
ty of Things there being-Dyſzeera every where, not only in Nature 
and Scripture, but 1 kewiſe in political Things, and the Oidizar 
Concernments of Humane Affairs, whether Matters of Right, org 
Fact: the moft learned and inquiſitive Men many times differing 
in their. Judgments concerning Matters of Right: and as for Matter 
ot Story and Fact that are variouſly reported, if & Man hath not ben 


an Eye-Witneſs of them himſolf, it cannot be but that he muſt g 


Credit to them, according to that Eſteem and Opinion which beat 
of ne Ferſons by whom they are related; which ſhe us how exceed 
ing diſhcult and gext to impoſhble it if, that men ſhould ever ageet 
in che lame apprehenſion of things. There is no conſidering Nat 
who hith with any ſerious Though:s reflected upon the Common Mat 
and condition at Mankind in this Reſpect, but muſt needs owns 
acxznowletge the Truth of that Saying, Paici res ipſas ſequuntur, plat 
nomnirer um, plurimi numina Vagiſtrorums 5 
Th- Generality of Men being carried away by the Names e 
Lees and Parties, taking up Opinions by the Bulk, and in tae 
C:rois, as cha are cwn'd and profcis'd by that Party of wen among 
» um the, are lifted. HR <p 
Nuw { lay, he that confers. the manifold Miſtakes which ths 
j dzments 0! bien arc 12! 20 upon theſe Accounts; he mull, ures 
vill go wut of the World, 42mean bimiclf towards others nien 
" =ndernehs ad idoderation, a5 to the things about » hich they d 
„ Fron the Nutabilicy of Humane Aifvirs. which in thef n 
wore ant flzuriſhing Stats are ſubject co Revolutions ; It beim 


lg rierung of ifuman: Wiſdom to ckabiilh things to 0 
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of Things, and which may in themlelves have a natural Aptitude to 
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4 Fnedneſs as ſhall exempt them from Chavge 3 but maky Times 


thoſe very Courſes which wiſe Men take for the lettling and (ſecuring 


that Purpoie, are, by the Providence of God, made ule of as the 


Means and Occaſions of Trouble and Change. Ludit in hum di- 


ins potentia robin, He that hath not yet leara'd this Leſſon upon 
the Experience of all thole various Revolutions we have ſeen in theo 
utter Times, may deſerve to he taught it, as Gideon taught the 
Men of Succorhy, with Priazrs and Torns, Judg, 8. 15. 
Nothing is more obvious to am obſeryingMan, than when Revo- 
tions have happened, Men make this their Security and Refage, 
that they have in the tormer State of Things demean'd themitives 
with Moderation, and have by many Kirgneffe: and Civilities 
obliged ſuch as differ d from them: and this if any thing can, te- 
dounds to their Advantage afterwards, eſpec;ally it they have to do 
with ſuch as have any true Greatneſs or Generoiity of Mind. laced 
if there were any certain Way to fix the State oi Things to ſuch an 
immutable Stability as could not alter, it would upon that Account 
be more excuſable for a Man to act with an uniform Vigor ani 
Severity againſt every one that differ'd. But ſuppoſing the mee, 
Poſhhility of Change, nothing can be more irrational than to 4e- 
mean our ſelves ſo towards With that Harſhnels and Severity as to 
render our ſelves incapable of receiving any Kinqneſs from them. 
| don't ſpeak this out of any Compliance with that Ai 
Principle, which directs a Man to engage no further in any good 
Cauſe than he can ſafely retreat. Every worthy Man fhou.d with 
Fidelity and Courage aſſert the Cauſe he is well perivaded ot; bit 
it hou} be without all Kind of Fierceneſs and Bitterr.els againk the 
Perſons of others, with as much Forbearance and Genti-nels as the 
Nature of the thing will bear. 
Conſidering that continual Mutability which every Condiriag is 
liable to, and which no humane Wiſdom can torſer ant prevent, 
that kind of Demeanor is moſt rational, which may be moft bene- 
— fate as to ouc own Particulars, and mu:ually belt tor all 
IS. 

2. This Virtue is moſt advantageous for the Gord len. 1. In 
tegard of every Man's private Ouict ant Weljare in particular: I , 
d:ing the moſt effeetual Means cc attain to a quict State of Lite 
nich others, to carry our ſelyes gently and kindly to them; ard 
hat not only in reſp of the Effects and Conſequences of luck a 
Atriage, but from che Nature otthe Thing it ſelt; it ſappoſetha 
eim and ſedate Iemper of Wind. Whereas on the other fde, that 

erneſs and Fierceneſs of Dilpoſition, whereby a Man is apt to 
rr Heats and Severity in Matters of Content, as it 
— — ich Eſtuations and Storms as alc inconnſtent wich 
awed lo likewiſe vill it eccativn outward Trouble and 

Nt ps others. They who are a pt! ty demean themſelves 
— » ers will thereby be render'd hatctulto them. 2. This 
ine Socier & very advantagebus to the Peace and Weltare of hu- 
ata! om a general, which doth very much depend upon the 
i the Things x mg and Fo, DCarance of > cu LOW 75 ON another, 
Clamner cS About which they differ: *Tis this Afeder tion and 
wle ts Ot Spirit Which takes Men ot nen their zatulel Muds 
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66 
aud Ferity, which tames and fits em for Society. Now the 
of Chriſtianity being to promote the Good of Mankind, mP 
Peace of Societies, therefore doth the Doctrine of it ſo freqn 
inſiſt vpon theſe kind of Virtues and Graces whichare moſt condye. 
ble to this End. And therefore upon all theſe Akcounts the Truth 
of the Doctrine will appear very evident, viz. That tis the Duty of 
Chriſtians to give ſignal Teftimony of their Equity and Moderate 
upon all Occaſions of Difference and Conteſts with one another. 
There remains only one Objection, which 1 ſhall briefly anſye;, 
Quelt. Zow may ih c0%//; with that Zeal and Strictneſi of Duty which 
we are oblig'd unto ? | 
To which 1 aaiwer, 1. Zeal doth properly conſiſt in an lntentin 
of Minc, and Earneſtneſs of Affection in the proſecuting of ſuch 
Things as are our Duty, and in oppoling ſuch Things whereby de 
are hind-r'd in the Performance of our Duty. | 
Now ſuppoling Moderation to be a Duty, a Man ought to bezel. 
ous for this Grace, and againſt all fach Perſons and Things as ar | | 
Encmies and Hindrances of it, ſo that theſe things are not Oppoſite | 
but c. niftent with and ſublervient to ond another. «| « 
2. As for that other Branch oi the Objettion, concerning Stadaeß ! 
and Exactueſs of Duty, from wkich a Man vught not to devine ont | * 
of Compliance with others: Io this it may be laid, that Strifinej 
is properly a keeping cloſe to the Law; now *tis not the naket | * 
Letter; but the Senic and Meaning, that is the Law; and that Mat b 
may be ſaid to be moſt ſtrict in his Obedience who doth moſt ex 
actly comply with this. A Man may violate the Law by obſerniry 
{he Letter, and he may keep the Law by going againſt the Letts, J 
Divive Laws themiclives are capable of Relaxation, which is le“ 
the Meaning of that Proverbial Saying ſo requent in Scripture, tht 4 
Ss 
in 
th 
ha 
we 


God vid hade Mercy and not Sacrifice, and there fore much more u 
h!manc Laws admit of it. Ear: | 

Another Rule whereby we may examine our Conformity to ths 
Precept in the Text, is the Univerſality and Extent of it, whetle 
Ke exerciſe it towards all Men, in all Times, uven all Occaſions 
They that are for Moderation in the Managing of Affaits at one Tine 
and yet perhaps at an«ther, will look upon it as an Argument of Dr 
affection, and ſtile it by the Name of Luke-warmnels, and deteftall 
Neutrality ; ſuch Tecſons cannot be ſaid to love the Vi.tue of 
d-cation, but the Bleſſing and Happineſs of it. They ate out 
tor the pafhve not the active Part ; to receive it from others, *p 
to ſhew it them. And to how narrow 4 Contpaſs an enquiry by U 
Rule will confine this Grace, amidft the ſeveral Pretenders £01; 


need not ſay, 2. In the next place, we may hence be convinc by 
that Deformity and Miſchief which there is in the Want of this Grit f 
ic renders 2 Man. 1. Unlike to God, 2. Unaccep able to Men.. R It 
n3cious to himſclt. An: 

1. It lenders a Man unlike to God: in confoĩmity to whom alt of: 
Excellency and Happineſs doth conſiſt. He is the Father of Mea 
the God of all Conſolation. His appearance was in the ſoft and ! ere 
Voice, 1 Kings 19. 10, 11. not in Whirlwinds and Hure ! 
where there is Spiritus fro elæ, it proceeds from another Prin "Re 
Chriſt is the Pri ce of Peace, the great Exampler of Meck Me: 


tis Prophzited of him that hz ſhall come down like dew on 
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A if Wool, like Rain on the mowen Graſs, Pſa}. 72. 6 He ſhall not 
- nor his Voice be heard in the Street, J. 42. 2. The Holy Ghoſt 
vis pleas'd to appeat in the Shape of a Dove, the 
cl. wnblem of Meekneſs, + Simplex Animal & latum, + St. Cyprian de 
wn felle amarum, non morſubus ſævum, non unguinm Unit. Ecclefiæ. 
'> lurratione violentum. 
* 2. Unacceptable to Men; as being againſt that common Peace and 
jet which tis every Mar's Intereſt to promote. It ſeems very 
obvious for Men to reflect what Thoughts they have had concerning 
ſuch Perſons as have been the chict Divers on of ſeveral Intereſts in 
thoſe wild Revolutions we have ſeen of late; how we have look'd up- 
on them as Incendiaries and Enemies to publick Peace. If it be ſaid 
that the Cafe is now alter'd, and we have a Right Side, and a Good 
Cuſe z this eught to be moſt freely own'd, and acknowled'd with all 
Thankfulneſs ; but yet 'tis farther conftidergble, that this Virtue of 
Moderation doth ſuppoſe a Matter of Right and Juſtice, and then 
ite | dendes, the better the Cauſe is, the leſs Need is th-re of any immo- 
lerate rigorous Courſe in the aſſerting of it. We {h1z!] hereby rather 
prejudice than promote it, by inducing a >u'(picion, that tis not fo 
much Truth or Juftice as ſomething elle that drives us on: and then, 
beſides, where would this Principle end? It one Man may he ſevere 
and rigorous becauſe he is in the Right, why then another, who does 
but think himſelf ſo, will be ſo too; and according to this, what 
would become of Peace and Society ? Such violent Tempers are no 
Friends to Peace, /tis the Spirit of Meekne(s that muſt promote the 
tee | quiet and flouriſhing State of the Church. 
| the 3- It will prove pernicious to a Man's ſelf; for which I ſhai! only 
tha Lire that one Inftance, Lukeg. 55. The two Diſcipies there, Fares 
wif ebe, thoſe Sons of Thunder, being much offended with the 
| Samaritans who refuſed to receive our Saviour, would needs in their 


, thx} inmoderate Zeal have Fire from Heaven to deftroy them; for which * # 


oth | ey had a Scripture Example in the Story of Elias. But what muſt 
ave been the Conſequence of this? why, a while after our Saviour 
Tin ent up to Fernſalem, where he was crucified, and theretore very 


Fn Rod Reaſon why Fire ſhould come upon that likewiſe ; Nav, theſe 


un "ry Perſons Fames and Fobn delert and recounce um, and therefore 
* there oug ht to be Fire upon them allo; and !o they make good that 
oly r hes of the Wiſe Man, and by being RighteJus over much vet roy 
themſelves, Eccl. 7. 7. Nay, one of theſe Diſcipſes tels us, Joh 1. ©, 
＋ 1. Trat the e knew bim nt, nor received fim. Th.refore whe 
„ ſhould not that likewiſe be deſtroyed by Fire 2 ot ſuch a large ard 
dci Umprehenſive Miſchief is this Sin, according to the Natural Con- 
uences of it. | 
Laftly, we would hence be perſuaded to he more careful in the 
Uaining, improving, exerc ling of this Grace for the futures ; Thi: 
oh Duty wherein all forts of Pzrlvas arc concern'd, not only tho 
* private Condition, in their Dealings a ith one another, but like- 
© 1WCh as are Publick Magiſt:at<s, both as to their making and 
elecuting of Laws. - 
„ Iliey who are to conſult pu "lick: Settlement ſhould hare frecia 
ud to this Equity and Moderation, 
ec and ty compoie their Differences. 1 bey thou lock worn 
9b 12 
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paſt Sufferings as happening to them eo modo quo gr, 
diluvia accidere ſolent, and fo bury them in Oblivion. 4 


IT might to the many Arguments already mention 4 
divers other Conſiderations to excite Men unto this Finglf 
} cannot omit that Paſſage out of Seneca, ſo proper tot 
Purpoſe, .Qnuod fi dii placabiles & equi delicta potemitinns wy 
Hatim fulminibus proſequuntur, quanto 4quius ef, homme ul- 
mimbus prepofitos mihi animo exercere imperinm, © Fear 
* doth not preſently take Vengeance of our Faults" wi 
* Thunder fronf Heaven, why ſhould not: Men, by 
Example, become gentle and. mild towards one anal. 
Ibis is a Thought very proper for a Man to revolgy 
bis Mind when he is by his Paſſion provok'd to a 
* with Rigour and Extreamity towards others: Let hig 
© then conlider, Am not IL. more under God's Power'thy 
than this offending Perſon is under mine; more ola 
* ous to his Wrath and Juſtice than he is to me? Ha 
be dealt with me according to my Deſert I had long 
. 4 

hk 
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been caſt inta Hell; yet I live and am ſpared, andy 
every, Day receive many Teſtimonies of his Kindneſs; f- 

de thus favourable to me for this End; that I may 
** ſevere and cruel to others? Hath he forgiven my Tala}: 
that I may rigorouſly exact the Pence from my Broth! 
That Man who hath but any Sparks of Religion or 
* genuity, cannot chuſe but he overwhelmed with Gay 
non, or melted into Compaſſion by ſuch Thoughts as thas 
N 1 , : * 5 N 8 ' J 
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Tbus ends the incomparable Arguments of theſe Leam 
Prelates, in Defence of that Divine Virtue, Moderat 
And if in this Time of Contention theſe muſt be like wiſe call 

Low Church Principles, I fhall firmly believe thoſe that & 
poſe tliem to have no Principles at all, or the leaſt 8. 
of True piety or Devotion in their Breaſts; being 
perſwaded with Archbiſhop Hllotſon, that Moderation i 
' ertue, and that it muſt be the Temper of the Clerghs if 
they ſerionſy intend the firm ERabliſhmens of the Church 
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